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Despite the achievements in writing a non-Eurocentric world 
history of decolonization, current scholarship has difficulty 
situating the Lausanne Treaty of July 1923 into the political 
transformation of the world in the last one hundred years 
from the world of empires to its current partition into nation 
states. The recognition of a sovereign Turkish State at the 
Lausanne Treaty was hailed by contemporary observers in 
Asia and Africa as the victory of an Eastern/Muslim nation 
against Western colonialism. Yet, the Treaty also formalized 
the legal recognition of the colonization of Arab provinces of 
the Ottoman Empire, namely Palestine, Syria, and Iraq, by the 
British and French empires. Abolishment of the Ottoman 
Caliphate by the Turkish parliament in March 1924, just seven 
months after the Lausanne Treaty, further complicates the 
narratives. While Turkish nationalist historiography marks 
this as a completion of the Republican revolution, it led to the 
erasure of a Pan-Islamic political symbol for a globalist world 
making visions across Asia and Africa aiming to critique and 
reform the unequal racialized imperial world order. This 
presentation will explore the contradictions of the 1923 and 
1924 moments in the broader context of the role of non-
European empires and pan-nationalism in the global history 
of decolonization.  
 


