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Seminar in Ottoman and Turkish Studies
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Faika Celik (Celal Bayar University, Tirkiye)

Roma Women’s Quest for Justice at the Law Courts of Early Modern Istanbul

As an impressive body of scholarly research has demonstrated, women of diverse religious and social
backgrounds approached the Ottoman sharia courts for various reasons — to resolve inheritance issues,
administer their property, engage in financial transactions, negotiate the terms of their marriage contracts
and divorce settlements, and seek justice against domestic and sexual violence. This presentation contributes
to the valuable scholarship on women and Ottoman courts by focusing on Gypsy/Roma women, one of the
least — if not the least — explored segments of the multi-ethnic and multi-religious Ottoman world. Through
reading the court registers of Uskiidar and other parts of the greater Istanbul area from the 1540s to the
1640s, the presentation seeks to locate Roma women’s presence within these records, both quantitatively
and qualitatively.

Tuesday | April 9, 2024 | 4-6 pm
Near & Middle Eastern Civilizations | Bancroft Building 200B| 4 Bancroft Ave.

Zoom registration
https://utoronto.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAscOyspj4uGNO1mzdgluSwptZAVicO4lY7
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