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Elephantine was a militarily and strategically important island in the river Nile on the southern border of Egypt. No 
other Egyptian settlement is so well attested through texts over a period of 4000 years. Its inhabitants formed a 
multi-ethnic, multicultural and multi-religious community that has left vast amounts of written sources detailing their 
everyday lives, from the Old Kingdom (c. 2400 BCE) to beyond the Arab Conquest (in 642 CE). Today, several thousand 
papyri and other manuscripts from Elephantine are scattered in more than 60 institutions in 24 different countries 
across Europe and beyond. They are written in ten different languages and scripts, including Hieroglyphs, Hieratic, 
Demotic, Aramaic, Greek, Coptic and Arabic. 80% of these manuscripts have remained unpublished or unstudied 
until now. The Elephantine project aims to make these texts publicly available in an open access online research 
database. Incorporating cutting-edge methods from digital humanities, physics and mathematics, the project has 
been able to identify links between papyrus fragments from different collections in a veritable international 'papyrus 
puzzle undertaking’, even allowing for the virtual unfolding of papyri. In bringing together medical, religious, legal, 
administrative, even literary texts, the database permits to study the micro-history of the everyday life of the local 
and global (i.e. 'glocal') community of Elephantine within its socio-cultural setting in Egypt and beyond.   


